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Enviro- 

BOATER 

W 


ATERWAYS    REP- 
RESENT a  "home 
away  from  home" 
for  boaters,  so  natu- 
rally, if  given  the  proper 


information  and  convenient,  cost-effective 
options,  you'll  make  wise  choices  about  pro- 
tecting our  waterways. 

Clean  boating  isn't  like  tai  chi,  gourmet 
cooking  or  walking  on  hot  coals.  It's  a  skill 
each  of  us  can  learn  and  practise.  And  it  doesn't 
take  long  until  it  becomes  as  natural  as  breathing! 

To  help  us  in  our  quest  to  protect  our  waterways  several  Canadian  boating  associations  (see  sidebar),  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment  and  Energy,  have  produced  The  Enviro-Boater  Manual:  A  Guide  to 
Environment-friendly  Boating*.  They  hope  to  gain  the  support  of  boaters,  marinas,  marine  manufacturers,  cottagers, 
anglers,  hunters  —  and  all  users  of  our  waterways. 

The  following  is  a  sampling  of  some  of  the  practical  information  and  solutions  the  Enviro-Boater  manual  offers  to 
help  turn  your  boat  into  a  clean  boat  and  to  keep  our  waterways  clean  and  healthy  for  generations  to  come. 

No  doubt  you  already  have  a  few  environment-friendly  ideas  of  your  own.  We  encourage  you  to  share  them  with 
other  boaters.  While  the  cumulative  effect  of  pollution  surely  takes  its  toll,  the  cumulative  effect  of  boaters  united  to 
protect  the  waterways  can  turn  the  tide! 


Clean  to  a  Sheen 

Boat  cleaning  is  a  challenge  because 
cleaning  any  boat  —  even  a  little  one 
—  can  dirty  a  lot  of  water.  Then  when 
you  take  off  in  your  nice  clean  boat,  you 
leave  your  grunge  and/or  pollutants 
behind.  Here  are  a  few  tips  to  keep  your 
boat  shiny,  your  neighbours  happy,  and 
the  environment  protected: 
•  Treat  your  boat  like  your  car.  That's 
right  —  remember  how  water  beads  up 
on  a  well-waxed  car  body?  A  shower  of 
rain  and  presto  —  a  shiny  new  car/boat, 
work-free.  Before  launching  your  boat, 
apply  a  good  coat  of  boat  wax  and  pol- 
ish well.  During  the  season,  the  wax 
prevents  surface  dirt  from  becoming 
engrained.  When  you  get  the  urge  you 
can  slosh  it  with  lots  of  water,  clean  it  off 
with  a  soft  mop  and  repolish  to  bring  it 
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"up  to  snuff."  Pollen  dust,  spores  or  salt 
washed  into  the  water  occur  naturally 
and  do  no  harm. 

•  Avoid  using  harsh  cleaners,  soaps  or 
detergents  —  they  destroy  protective 
wax  coatings,  damage  the  environment 
and  reduce  water  quality. 

•  Remember:  "Environment-friendly"  or 
''Green"  is  still  detergent. 

•  Do  your  cleaning  at  your  home  dock  or 
marina.  Anything  that  is  not  appropriate 
to  do  there  —  isn't  appropriate  else- 
where either. 


Going  Grey 


Of  course  you  won't  want  to  be  out- 
shone by  your  freshly  waxed  boat, 
but  washing  people,  dishes  —  or  an 
endless  variety  of  other  things  —  by 


adding  phosphates  to  perfectly  good 
drinking  water,  produces  grey  water 
Phosphorous  causes  excessive  algae 
growth,  sometimes  choking  up  small 
bays  and  restricted  waterways.  And 
decomposing  algae  rob  the  water  of  oxy- 
gen, causing  damage  to  fish  and  wildlife. 

How  to  avoid  phosphates 

•  Skip  that  shower  A  swim  is  a 
great  way  to  exercise,  a  lot  more 
refreshing,  requires  no  soap  and  —  if 
done  daily  —  will  keep  you  rub-a-dub 
clean! 

•  Watch  that  washing  Face  and 
hands  just  need  water  —  rinse  and  rub 
dry.  Use  an  electric  shaver  —  or  lather 
using  papertowel  to  gather  soap.  When 
cleaning  teeth,  expel  everything  into  a 
papertowel.  Shampoo/shower  at  the 


marina  or  somewhere  on  land,  well 
away  from  the  shore. 

•  Do  up  those  dirty  dishes  Never  let 
your  dishes  dry  dirty.  Soak  them  ASAP  and, 
if  not  using  fat,  clean  without  soap.  If  you  do 
have  greasy  dishes,  clean  no-soap  items 
first,  use  papertowel  to  remove  as  much 
grease  as  possible,  and  then  wash  greasy 
items  in  minimal  soapy  water,  retaining  the 
unavoidable  grey  water  on  board. 

•  Don't  discharge  Many  boaters  are 
retrofitting  their  boats  with  grey  water  hold- 
ing tanks  and  others  are  using  portable 
tanks  to  be  emptied  at  the  marine  pump- 
out  facility.  Manufacturers  are  installing 
them  as  either  standard  equipment  or 
optional  accessories.  If  you  do  not  have  a 
grey  water  holding  tank,  never  discharge 
grey  water  in  a  protected  anchorage.  There 
is  no  surge  here  to  disperse  your  grunge  — 
no  remedy  for  the  In-water  pollution. 


hand  to  steady  the  funnel  and  the  other 
to  pour  the  fuel.  Reuse  plastic  outboard- 
oil  bottles  to  refuel  trolling  motors. 
Because  of  the  pouring  top,  a  funnel  is 
not  necessary.  These  bottles  also  have 
a  built  in  pre-measuring  feature. 


Portable  tanks  used  with 
large  engines 

These  are  a  lot  easier  to  deal  with  — 
you  simply  take  them  ashore.  In  addition 
to  the  safety  benefits  of  filling  tanks  on 
shore,  there  are  environmental  benefits 
too.  Spills  are  less  likely  on  a  stable  plat- 
form; can  be  dealt  with  quickly,  and 
waters  are  not  at  risk.  Overfill  can  be 
avoided  or  safely  corrected  on  land, 
again  without  risk  to  water.  On  a  warm 
day  overfill  can  be  extremely  hazardous 
to  occupants  of  the  boat  as  well  as  to 
the  environment,  so  guard  against  it. 


Battle  of  ttie  Bilge 

Experienced  boaters  know  the  best 
way  to  deal  with  bilge  problems  is 
prevention.  A  properly  maintained 
engine  should  not  leak  — and  any  leaks 
or  "bilge  build-up"  should  be  dealt  with 
immediately. 

Smaller  open  boats 

•  These  are  all  bilge  and  usually  subject 
to  rain. 

•  Motors  are  usually  outboard,  so  unless 
you're  sloppy  with  oil  or  gas,  the  bilge 
should  be  clean. 

•  "Bilge  pillows"  absorb  petroleum  prod- 
ucts but  not  water.  Using  a  pillow  to 
absorb  and  retain  the  gunk  will  allow  you 
to  get  rid  of  the  rainwater  safely  when 
you  arrive  to  go  boating. 


Holding  Black 


In  Ontario  and  other  areas  of  Canada, 
especially  inland  waterways,  all  boats 
fitted  with  a  head,  or  marine  toilet,  must 
also  be  fitted  with  a  holding  tank.  This  is 
simply  a  tank  in  which  raw,  untreated 
sewage  —  known  as  black  water —  is 
stored  until  it  can  be  properly  disposed 
of  at  a  pump-out  station. 

•  Serious  bacterial  infections  can  occur  if 
black  water  is  released  into  recreational 
waterways. 

•  Dual  systems  with  Y-valves  which 
allow  toilet  waste  to  go  overboard  are 
illegal  and  must  be  either  removed  or 
locked  in  a  position  that  allows  raw 
sewage  to  enter  the  holding  tank  only. 

•  Use  of  portable  toilets  is  legal  only  if 
they  are  securely  fastened  to  the  boat 
and  have  a  permanent  fixture  enabling 
them  to  be  emptied  at  a  pump-out  station. 


Fuel  Finesse 

Gas  is  deadly  on  the  marine  environ- 
ment, so  be  careful  to  avoid  over- 
fills, and  be  prepared  to  quickly  and 
effectively  deal  with  spills. 

Always  carry  cloths  to  catch  spills  as 
they  happen.  Have  one  at  the  fill,  one  at 
the  vent,  one  in  your  hand,  and  one  in 
your  pocket.  Don't  distract  whoever  is 
pumping  the  gas.  It's  easy  to  catch  a 
spill  if  you're  ready  with  a  rag  —  so  be 
ready! 

Small  outboards  with 
engine-mounted  tanks 

if  you're  at  or  near  a  dock,  take  the 
wliole  motor  ashore  to  refuel  it.  Afloat, 
you  need  a  properly  sized  funnel  and  a 
fuel  container  sized  to  deliver  a  pre- 
measured  amount.  When  the  tank  runs 
dry,  find  a  comfortable  position,  use  one 


Built-in  fuel  tanks 

Whether  filling  a  trailerable  at  the  gas 
station  or  a  cruiser  at  the  gas  dock,  the 
pump  attendant  often  tries  to  top  you 
right  up.  On  a  warm  day  the  fuel  will 
expand  and  some  of  it  will  go  over  the 
side  via  the  overflow.  To  avoid  this, 
while  the  tank  is  being  filled,  check  the 
air  escaping  from  the  vent  on  your  hand. 
When  the  tank  is  nearing  full,  you  will 
feel  a  distinct  increase  in  the  airflow. 
STOP. 

Diesel  should  be  dealt  with  like  gaso- 
line. 


Larger  boats 

•  If  you  have  a  larger  boat  with 
engine(s),  transmissions,  stuffing  boxes, 
shafts,  etc.,  you  have  a  much  better 
chance  at  a  fouled  bilge.  It  could  contain 
transmission  fluid,  engine  oil,  belt  drive 
rubber,  antifreeze;  plus  any  leaks,  rain- 
water or  drips  from  the  stuffing  boxes. 

•  Any  of  the  above  call  for  two  or  more 
bilge  pillows.  They'll  absorb  the  petro- 
leum and  let  you  bail  the  boat,  without 
damaging  the  surrounding  waters. 

•  Try  to  eliminate  all  the  "bad  stuff"  on 
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your  boat  so  you  can  run  a  dry  bilge. 
And  if  you  have  an  oil  leak  you  can't  fix, 
use  drip  trays  and  bilge  pillows  to  keep 
the  oil  out  of  any  bilge  water. 

If  you  must . . . 

At  times  you  may  have  to  clean  up  the 
bilge  using  detergents  or  enzyme  clean- 
ers. Do  this  in  your  marina  just  before 
you  go  for  a  pump-out.  Disconnect  the 
bilge  pump  hose  from  the  thru-hull  fit- 
ting, adding  an  extension  if  necessary  to 
reach  the  head.  At  the  end  of  the  pump- 
out,  when  asked  if  you  want  to  flush  the 
head,  say  "Yes  thanks,  I  think  I  will." 


Waste  Not 

Solid  waste  can  cause  significant  envi- 
ronmental problems.  It's  bulky  —  and 
boat  space  limited  —  so  the  easiest  way 
to  deal  with  it  is  to  avoid  taking  it  with  you 
in  the  first  place.  If  you  must  take  it  with 
you,  remember  the  boater's  basic  green- 
thumb  rule:  "Everything  not  consumed  on 
board  should  be  taken  back  to  shore." 


Repackage 
&  Reuse 

Dispose  of  all  original  food 
packaging  —  and  you'll  be 
amazed  how  compact  your 
provisions  can  be  when 
repacked.  Plastic  food-saver 
containers  come  in  all  shapes 
and  sizes,  stack  well  and  can 
be  used  to  store  just  about 
everything  —  from  sugar  to 
first-aid  supplies  and  the  on- 
board spice  rack.  Some  can  be 
left  on  board;  others  taken  home, 
washed,  refilled  and  returned  to 
service. 


Accident  Avoidance 

Styrofoam  cups  easily  blow  into  the 
water  and  those  plastic  rings  that 
hold  six-packs  of  pop  cans  together 
often  go  overboard  with  the  melted  ice. 
If  you  spot  either  of  these  —  or  other 
garbage  on  the  water  —  pick  it  up! 
Also  keep  on  the  lookout  for  monofila- 
ment fishing  line  or  parts  of  old  fishing 
nets  —  these  can  be  deadly  to  marine 
life. 

When  There's  No 
Escaping  It . . . 

Always  have  some  sort  of  waste  storage 
container  on  board  —  no  matter  what 
size  your  boat  is.  It'll  make  for  less  acci- 
dents and  a  tidier  boat.  And  the  heavier 
it  is  to  lug  back  onto  shore,  the  longer 
you'll  think  about  bringing  it  on  board 
next  time. 


Safer  Solutions 

Many  products  contain  chemicals 
which  are  toxic  to  aquatic  ecosys- 
tems. 

Phosphate  content  in  laundry  deter- 
gent is  limited  to  five  percent  by  law,  but 
dishwasher  detergents  can  go  to  30  per- 
cent. The  easiest  way  for  boaters  to 
keep  phosphates  out  of  the  water  is  to 
avoid  taking  them  on  board. 

Boaters  beware:  In  Canada  there  is 
no  legal  requirement  to  substantiate 
such  product  claims  as  "non-polluting," 
"fully  biodegradable"  and  "environment 
friendly." 

As  a  consumer,  you  can  help  reduce 
stress  on  our  environment  by  looking  for 
the  EcoLogo  symbol  when  you  shop. 

If  your  company  or  organization  offers 
products  or  services  that  are  less  harm- 
ful to  the  environment,  consider  applying 
for  a  license  to  use  the  EcoLogo.  It  is 
Canada's  symbol  of  environmental 
responsibility  in  the  marketplace. 


Elbow  grease,  offers  another  practical 
solution  for  environment-friendly  clean- 
ing. Scrub  hard,  clean  often  and  mop  up 
spills  right  away,  before  they  set.  Try 
plain  water  first,  if  it  doesn't  work  then  a 
mild  homemade  solution  should  do  the 
job. 

If  you've  exhausted  the  elbow-grease 
route,  the  next  step  as  a  conscientious 
enviro-boater  is  to  try  safer  alternative 
products  —  phosphate-free,  nontoxic, 
and  readily  biodegradable. 

The  make-it-yourself  cleaners  listed 
here  are  made  from  basic,  readily  avail- 
able and.  we  believe,  harmless  staples. 

•  Fibreglass  stains:  baking  soda  and 
salt. 


•  Aluminum:  tbsp.  cream  of  tartar  in  a 

pint  of  hot  water. 

•  Brass:  Worcestershire  sauce  or  vine- 
gar and  salt,  rinse. 

•  Chrome:  vinegar  and  salt.  Scour  with 
cloth  and  polish. 

•  Copper:  lemon  juice  and  salt. 
Spread,  wait,  then  rinse. 

•  Decks:  cup  of  vinegar,  gallon  of 
water.  Scrub,  swab,  mop. 

•  Hair:  baby  shampoo,  phosphate-free 

and  ph-balanced. 

•  Hands:  baby  oil  or  margarine. 

•  Lexsan:  cup  of  vinegar,  pint  of  water, 

soft  cloth,  polish  dry. 

•  Mildew:  vinegar  and  salt.  Vary  treat- 
ment per  location. 

•  Shower:  wet  area,  use  baking  soda 
and  wipe  with  cloth. 

•  Toilet:  add  baking  soda  and  brush 

with  great  enthusiasm. 

•  Windows:  a  cup  of  vinegar  to  a  pint 
of  water.  Wash,  rinse  and  squeegee. 

•  To  bleach:  hydrogen  peroxide. 
•  To  polish  wood:  olive  oil. 

•  To  polish  chrome/metal:  baby 

oil. 

•  To  scour:  baking  soda. 


Dock  Dos 

Good  marina  policy  —  and 
working  with  marina  opera- 
tors to  update  policy  —  is  in  the 
best  interest  of  all  boaters. 


•  We  change  our  oil  before  laying  up 
the  boat  to  eliminate  residual  acids  and 
moisture  in  the  crankcase.  Your  marina 
has  the  staff,  the  tools,  and  the  know- 
how  to  do  this  job  properly,  and  will 
properly  dispose  of  the  oil. 

•  If  you  do  it  yourself,  take  your  old  oil  to 
the  marina  used-oil  receiver  tank,  or  to 
your  local  service  station  to  be  recycled. 

Fuel 

•  Attend  to  fuel  tanks  before  the  onset  of 
winter,  to  avoid  deterioration  of  fuel  qual- 
ity and  needless  dumping  of  stale  fuel  in 
the  spring. 

•  Fuel  stabilizer  should  be  added  to  both 
inboard  and  outboard  fuel  tanks. 

•  Leaving  tanks  close  to  full  will  minimize 
the  possibility  of  condensation  corroding 
the  tanks,  and  reduce  fumes.  Be  sure  to 
leave  room  for  the  fuel  to  expand  when 
temperatures  warm  up,  or  you  might  cre- 
ate a  fuel  spill. 
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Antifreeze 

•  In  the  past,  we  used  ethylene  glycol 
antifreeze  to  prevent  freezing  in  raw  and 
freshwater  cooling  systems.  A  nontoxic 
propylene  glycol-type  for  marine  engines 
is  now  widely  available. 

•  It  can  also  be  used  safely  in  hoses  and 
water  tanks. 

•  Remember  to  add  some  of  the  new 
antifreeze  when  you  pump  out  the  hold- 
ing tank. 


Batteries 

•  Prevent  your  battery  cells  from  freez- 
ing: Make  sure  the  cells  are  filled  with 
distilled  water  and  the  battery  is  fully 
charged. 

•  Clean  the  terminals  with  baking  soda, 
rinse  with  cold  water,  wipe  dry,  then 
coat  the  terminals  and  cable  ends 
with  petroleum  jelly  to 
prevent  corrosion. 

•  Batteries  are  best 
stored  on  a  wooden 
board  in  a  cool  garage. 

•  When  you  need  new 
batteries,  be  sure  to 
recycle  the  old  ones. 


•  If  you  sand,  scrape  or  remove  any 
antifoulant  from  your  hull,  capture  and 
correctly  dispose  of  all  paint  residue  at 
an  appropriate  household  waste  facility. 

•  You  might  consider  forgoing 
antifoulant,  in  favour  of  regular  paint  and 
a  coat  of  slick  bottom  wax. 

•  Always  make  sure  all  old  paint,  solvent 
and  thinner  are  disposed  of  at  an  appro- 
priate household  waste  facility. 

•  Treat  partial  containers  as  hazardous 

waste. 


Boat  Covers 

While  shrink-wrap  may  work  well,  it  usu 
ally  ends  up  in  landfill  sites.  Tarps  are 
cheaper,  last  longer,  and  are  safer, 
enviro-wise. 


Antifouilng  Bottom  Paint 

•  All  but  the  newest  are  harmful  to 
marine  growth.  Of  the  three  main 
types  in  use  —  ablative, 
non-ablative  and  hard 
antifouilng  —  the  hard  is 
the  most  enviro-friendly, 
and  a  lifespan  of  up  to  15 
years  may  be  possible  for 
a  copper-in-epoxy  product 


Neighbourhood  Watch 

^hen  you  chose  the  waterways  as 
your  "home  away  from  home,"  you 

adopted  a  lot  of  neighbours  —  and 

neighbourhood  responsibility. 


Habitats 

We  have  to  protect  spawning  grounds 
and  habitat  for  our  ecosystem  to  have 
naturally  reproducing  indigenous 
species.  Slow  down  or  stay  clear  of  the 
shallows  and  wetlands.  Running  fast 
may  be  fun  for  the  rider  —  but  it's  death 
to  the  habitat. 

Waking  up  the 
Neighbourhood 

If  you  like  loud  music,  use 
earphones.  In  general, 
loud  and  boisterous 
neighbours  are  no  more 
popular  on  water  than 
on  land.  And  no  more 
popular  during  the 
daytime  than  they  are 
at  night! 


Rules  of 
the  Road 

Learn  them  —  and 
follow  them!  Not 
only  does  it  create  a 
safer  environment 
for  everyone,  it  will 
gain  you  the  respect 
of  your  new  neigh- 
bours. Afterall,  how 
much  would  your 
neighbour  in  the 
suburbs  appreciate 
your  lawnmower 
detouring  through 
his  bed  of  petunias? 
The  same  goes  for 
erratic,  unsafe,  and 
unpredictable 
behaviour  on  the 
water! 
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Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy  and  the  following  associations  participated 
in  the  creation  of  the  Enviro-Boater  manual. 


Canadian  Marine  Manufacturers 
Association 

310  Front  St.  W.,  Suite  805 
Toronto,  Ont.  .^StfStfBd 

M5V3B5  CMMA 

(416)971-4240         ^fW!W^ 


Canadian  Power  and  Sail 
Squadrons 


Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy 

135St.  Clair  Ave.  W. 
Toronto.  Ont. 
M4V1P5 
1-800-565-4923 

Ontario 


Ontario  Sailing  Association 

1 220  Sheppard  Ave.  E.       ONMRKD 
Willowdale,  Ont.  S4IUNG 

M2K2X1  ^ISSOCUmON 

(416)495-4240 
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26  Golden  Gate  Ct. 
Scarborough,  Ont. 
M1P3A5 
1-800-268-3579 


Ontario  Marina  Operators 
Association 

4  Cataraqui  St.,  Suite  211 
Kingston,  Ont. 
K7K  1Z7 
(613)547-6662 


® 


*  Can  be  obtained  from  Canadian  Power  and  Sail  Squadrons  February/95. 
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